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	Failing - 0
	Inadequate - 1
	Developing - 2
	Good - 3
	Exemplary – 4

	Express ideas clearly and persuasively, using relevant evidence to support their arguments
	
	Presents inaccurate or incomplete information that fails to adequately explain the topic. Does not offer a clear thesis, or does not support the thesis with evidence.Does not present ideas clearly or in an organized manner. Makes many grammatical or typing mistakes that interfere with the clarity of the essay. Fails to cite sources.
	Makes some general points and includes evidence to support them, but the essay lacks enough detail to fully persuade the reader. Presents ideas clearly for the most part, but sometimes fails to explain the connections between the argument and evidence. Makesgrammatical or typing mistakes that suggest failure to edit or proofread. Cites sources.
	Presents a clear thesis and supports it with appropriate evidence. Organizes information well and expresses ideas clearly. Competently summarizes and synthesizes information. May makesome minor grammatical or typing mistakes. Cites sources accurately.
	Presents a sophisticated, nuanced, and/or original thesis supported by detailed and persuasive evidence. Organizes information logically, with smooth transitions between ideas, making the argument easy to follow. Uses an engaging writing style with varied vocabulary and sentence structures to draw the reader in and sustain interest in the material. Makes no significant grammatical or typing mistakes. Cites sources accurately and completely, using a consistent format.

	Coherence of argument
	
	Organization is confused and fragmented in support of the essay’s purpose/ plan and demonstrates a lack of structure or 
coherence that negatively 
affects readability. 

	Organization is coherent and unified overall in support of the essay’s purpose/ plan, but is ineffective at times and may demonstrate abrupt or weak transitions between ideas or paragraphs. 

	Organization is coherent, unified and effective in support of the paper’s purpose/ plan and usually demonstrates effective and appropriate rhetorical transitions between ideas and paragraphs. 

	Organization is coherent, unified and effective in support of the paper’s purpose/ plan and consistently demonstrates effective and appropriate rhetorical transitions between ideas and paragraphs. 


	Use and inclusion of textual evidence
	Textual Evidence is non-existent or extremely flimsy
	Quotes bear little relationship to the paper’s argument
	Only some quotes directly relate to the paper’s argument
	Quotes are related to the argument, but connection could be clearer
	Quotes are clearly tied to (and advance) the paper’s argument

	Synthesis of texts
	Only one text is discussed
	The two texts are discussed, but without any synthesis
	The two texts are treated separately; synthesis occurs only in introduction & conclusion
	Synthesis of the two texts is present on the page, but in only one body paragraph in addition to introduction & conclusion
	Synthesis of the 2 texts and the paper’s argument is reflected on the paragraph level by fluid discussion of all three

	Introductory Paragraph
	No paragraphing
	The first paragraph gives no sense of a clear purpose or argument
	The first paragraph begins to define the topic, though development is general
	The first paragraph has a thesis, but it is too vague or the paper has an implied thesis
	The paper begins with a clear, central thesis that is stated in the 1st paragraph



